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BACKGROUND

 A Map for England project – 2012
 RTPI commissioned the University of Manchester to investigate 

and map the level of spatial expression in UK Government and 
agency policy documents

 Examined government web sites, individual policy documents and 
large numbers of reports to find policies and programmes that 
have strong spatial aspect to them, including policies which 
potentially have a different impact in different parts of the 
country

 Followed the publication of the National Infrastructure Plan in 
2010 and Unlocking Growth in Cities report and National 
Planning Policy Framework in 2011

 Recommended that a single online map repository of spatial 
policy data be created (such as house price data, greenbelt 
boundaries, household projections, etc.) that would allow users to 
overlay multiple data sources and visualize policy impacts
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http://www.idoxgroup.com/map-for-england.html/



BACKGROUND

 A Map for Wales project – 2017
 Aim is to develop a web-based, interactive data map 

tool for Wales to enable evidenced and better-
coordinated policy that avoids geographic or spatial 
policy conflicts

 Planning (Wales) Act provides a statutory requirement 
for the Welsh Ministers to produce and keep up-to-date 
a National Development Framework (NDF)

 No decisions have been made on what the NDF will 
consist of – useful time to consider the spatial impact of 
WG policies



POLICY ASSESSMENT

 Policy coordination
 Spatial planning is considered “the most important among 

policies negatively affected by deficient co-ordination” 
(Schäfer 2005) and has an established tradition of 
considering the impact of multiple policy fields (Koresawa & 
Konvitz 2001)

 Within an intergovernmental environment, coordination 
becomes complicated due to the transaction costs that result 
from overlapping areas of interest between governments

 The role of the map
 When a policy is made spatially explicit there is typically a 

higher degree of coordination
 BUT, most often politicians don’t like maps
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 Policies
 103 policies assessed, predominantly Welsh 

Government
 Pro forma created to assess each policy
 Spatial content assessed based on:
Maps
 Tabulated data
 In-text data

 Spatial implications?
 Cross border implications?
 Would policy benefit from additional spatial element?
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 Spatial content
 Environmental policies have the greatest number of explicit 

spatial references
 Health and social services and Education and skills are less 

spatial
 Policy coordination

 Planning and Housing and Infrastructure and innovation 
policies have perhaps the greatest level of policy 
coordination and inter-departmental references

 Most other departments are more policy silo’ed
 Only looks at Welsh Government, so local level policies 

that might be more spatially explicit are missed



ONLINE POLICY MAPPING

 Policy mapping
 Three types of maps
 Reproductions of existing maps/data in policies
 Proxy maps
 Context/value added maps

 Need to link policy details to specific maps
 User may enter the portal with different objectives in 

mind
 Knows the policy and wants to see the maps
 Knows the maps/data but wants to know associated policies

 More than one map may be linked to multiple policies
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 Policy mapping
 Where possible pull existing data from Welsh 

Government mapping services
 Ensures consistency / always up-to-date
 Dependent on external server

 Create maps through existing data servers (NOMIS, 
StatsWales)
 Always up-to-date
 Dependent on external server

 Create our own maps through GIS
More customisable / not dependent on external server
 Risk of them becoming out-dated



ONLINE POLICY MAPPING

 User needs analysis
 User friendly interface
 Simple navigation
 Interactive
 Search feature
 Print

 Free
 Ability to overlay multiple maps
 Customisable
Generate own maps based on remote data
Generate own maps based on local data



ONLINE POLICY MAPPING

www.mapforwales.co.uk

 Health warnings
 Still in development stage
 Buggy
 Majority of map data not uploaded yet
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THEMATIC AREA
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PLATFORM FOR COORDINATION

 Different audiences
Not necessarily targeted at planners, but rather 

those who engage with planning
A platform for looking more strategically
More than your patch

Consensus building and engagement
 Linking new information to existing data and 

policies



REGIONAL PLANNING DATA

Percentage of 
population over 
65

Average house 
price



REGIONAL PLANNING DATA

GVA per 
head

Nearest 
A&E 
hospital



REGIONAL PLANNING DATA

Commuting 
cluster

Migration 
cluster
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 www.commute-flow.net
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 www.commute-flow.net
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